Appendix G
Grad School, Law School, Medical School & Army Chaplains

G.  OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AS ARMY CHAPLAINS

1.  The application process for acceptance to the Army Chaplain Corps is managed by the Chaplain Recruiting Team.  Information is available at  http://chaplain.goarmy.com/.  The website contains detailed information on the application process, requirements and frequently asked questions.

2.  Generally, to be selected to serve as an Army chaplain, you will already possess both a bachelor’s degree and a graduate degree in theology, and will be endorsed by a church or other group.  The following general guidelines apply:

a.  EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS (COLLEGE): You must have a baccalaureate degree of not less than 120 semester hours from a college or university listed in the Directory of Postsecondary Institutions.

b.  SEMINARY or GRADUATE DIVINITY SCHOOL: You must have successfully completed a graduate-level degree program in theology or related subjects. This degree is normally validated by the possession of a Master of Divinity or equivalent degree, as long as you possess a minimum total of 72 graduate semester hours (that would lead to an ecclesiastical endorsement) from an approved seminary or graduate school. The school must be listed in the Accredited Institutions of Post-Secondary Education Directory published by the American Council on Education.

c.  ECCLESIASTICAL ENDORSEMENT FOR THE MILITARY CHAPLAINCY: You must be ordained and endorsed by a church, faith group or denomination that is recognized by the Department of Defense (DOD) Armed Forces Chaplains Board.

3.  A chaplain candidate serves part-time as an Army Reserve Officer while enrolled in a Seminary, Rabbinical School, School of Islamic Sciences, or other graduate-level theological school pursuing a master’s degree.  After seminary, you can then apply to become an Army Chaplain either in the Army Reserve or on active duty.  The requirements in paragraph 2 apply, except that you must be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in the next entering class in an approved graduate program, as a full-time resident student working toward three years of graduate study in theology or related subjects, normally validated by the awarding of a Master of Divinity or equivalent degree. 

4.  Because Army ROTC is funded specifically for “line” officers to serve in the basic branches, we do not offer any guarantees for service as an Army chaplain.  Students considering graduate degrees in theology and service as a chaplain may want to consider the Army ROTC Reserve Forces Duty option with later application to become a chaplain candidate.   
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