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p.vii.  Hispanics are the fastest growing minority group in the United States.  They are projected to contribute two-thirds to the growth of the size of the high-school-age population over the next decade.  By 2010, Hispanics will make up one out of every five young people of high school age, compared with one in ten in 1990.  Yet, Hispanics lag behind all other racial/ethnic groups in the rate at which they earn a bachelor’s degree.  After doubling this rate over the 1970 to 1990 time period, Hispanics have made no further progress.  In 1998, 10 percent of Hispanics aged 25 to 29 held a bachelor’s degree, compared with 32 percent of non-Hispanic whites.  This is a difference of 22 percentage points, the largest gap in the last 30 years. 

p.vii.  The educational disparity between Hispanics and other racial/ethnic groups is a subject of widespread concern.  Not only does it reduce the economic opportunities for a growing population of Americans, but it contributes to the economic and social divide in American society—a chasm that is increasingly drawn along the lines of ethnicity and race.  The low average level of education of Hispanics also has implications for the economy.  In 2000, one of every five new entrants into the workforce was Hispanic—and that number is growing.

p.vii.  About half the Hispanics living in the United States were born and educated in foreign countries.  Most of them had low levels of education in their home countries and have never entered American schools.  This large group of foreign-born Hispanics has a strong downward effect on the education statistics for Hispanics as a whole.  For example, looking at the most recent statistics (1998), only 50 percent of foreign-born Hispanics had high school diplomas compared with 80 percent of native-born Hispanics.  Of those immigrants with high school diplomas, only 20 percent went on to college, compared with 50 percent of Hispanic U.S. natives.  In fact, foreign-born Hispanics are the only immigrants who have a lower level of education than their native-born counterparts.  

p.viii.  As a younger, better-educated generation replaces the older generation, the college education gap between Hispanics and other racial/ethnic groups is expected to further increase.  At the lower end of the education distribution, the share of Hispanics among high school dropouts is projected to reach 32 percent in 2010 (double what it was in 1990).  Hispanics are projected to be the only racial/ethnic group to experience an increase (about 15 percent) in the number of high school dropouts between 2000 and 2015.  

p.viii. A decade from now, more Hispanic children (approximately 20 percent more) will be living in families in which both parents have less than a high school education.  Because the level of education of parents is closely correlated with the level their children reach, this increase will hold down Hispanic attainment unless measures are implemented to break this correlation.  

p.viii.  The number of Hispanic children living in poor families is expected to increase by 25 percent in the next decade.  By 2010, about 45 percent of Hispanic children are expected to live in such families.  

p.viii.  The geographic concentration of Hispanics poses another challenge.  More than one-third of all Hispanic young people (age 24 or younger) live in California.  Another 20 percent live in Texas.  New York, Florida, and Illinois combined are the home states of another 25 percent of Hispanic children.  

p.3. In the next decade, Hispanics are projected to account for two-thirds of the growth in the college-age population.  

p.4. Within the five corps states, the majority of Hispanics are being educated in the school districts of the largest metropolitan areas.  Today, Hispanics constitute the majority of students enrolled in schools in Los Angeles, Houston, Miami, and Dallas.  In New York City schools, more than one-third of the pupils are Hispanic.  

p.9. Native-born Hispanics made dramatic progress in the years between 1970 and 1990—in fact, they experienced greater increases in the rate of college graduation than any other racial/ethnic group.  By 1990, the gap between native-born Hispanics and non-Hispanic whites had declined to 11 percentage points (compared with 14 percentage points in 1970).  Since 1990, however, native-born Hispanics have made no further progress.  They have also lost ground relative to other racial/ethnic groups.  Today, the gap between Hispanic natives and non-Hispanic white has increased to 18 percentage points, a larger gap than in 1970.  These negative trends for Hispanics coincide with a rapid growth in the Hispanic college-age population and increased competition for college admission.

p.10. There are significant differences among Hispanics from different countries of origin.  The proportion of native-born Hispanics from Mexican and Puerto Rican origins who hold a bachelor’s degree is two to three times lower than the proportion of native-born Hispanics with Cuban or South and Central American backgrounds.  Together, Hispanics from Mexico and Puerto Rico account for 80 percent of all Hispanics in the United States.

p.10. These differences in college graduation rates among Hispanics of different origins are important because Hispanics from different countries of origin concentrate in different states.  Two-thirds of Hispanics who originally emigrated from Mexico reside in California and Texas, while half the Hispanics originally from Puerto Rico reside in the New York/New Jersey metropolitan area.  On the other hand, two-thirds of Hispanics originally from Cuba reside in Florida.  Hispanics of Central and South American origins are more evenly distributed across the nation, although nearly two-thirds reside in California, New York and Florida.  These differences suggest that what will take place in California, New York and Texas will largely determine whether the goal of doubling the rate at which Hispanics earn a bachelor’s degree is eventually reached.

p.11. A continuation of current [demographic and educational] trends will increase the gap in educational attainment between Hispanics and other racial/ethnic groups.  If this happens, Hispanics and Blacks will remain on the lower end of the income scale and Asians and non-Hispanic whites on the upper end.

p.12. The share of the working-age population (age 25 or older) holding a bachelor’s degree is projected to continue to increase over the next ten years to about 25 percent in year 2010, up from 20 percent in 1990, despite the demographic trends and stagnation in educational attainment for some groups.  Hispanics of working age holding a bachelor’s degree are projected to increase by one-third to 12 percent in 2010 (up from 9 percent in 1990).  The increase is expected to be larger for Asians (43 percent), for non-Hispanic whites (29 percent), and for blacks (15 percent).  

p.13. The gap between the percentage of Hispanics who complete college with a bachelor’s degree and the percentage of other minority groups who complete college is expected to grow.  

p.13. The share of Hispanics among high school dropouts is projected to double from 15 percent in 1990 to 32 percent in 2010.  Hispanics are the only racial/ethnic group expected to drop out of high school in greater numbers (up 15 percent) between 2000 and 2010.

p.14. Meeting the goal (i.e., doubling the number of Hispanic bachelor’s degree holders) will require significant increases in enrollment in the nation’s colleges and universities, with the impact disproportionately felt in the five core states.  These increases in enrollment would be in addition to the projected increased enrollment resulting from increases in the size of college-age cohorts.  

p.23. To determine the feasibility and resources needed to double the rate at which Hispanics earn a bachelor’s degree, we assessed several strategies.  The first strategy concentrates on the middle school and high school levels by improving the preparation of Hispanics for college and increasing the rate at which they graduate from high school.  Most of today’s programs and policies are aimed at this level.  A second strategy focuses on the transition from high school to college.  It is addressed to those students who are already high school graduates, many of who are eligible for, but do not currently go to college.  A third strategy focuses on college retention.  This strategy aims to increase the rate at which Hispanic students persist in college, including the rate at which Hispanic students transfer from two-year colleges, which they attend in larger proportion than youths from other racial/ethnic groups.  

p.27.  To double the number of their bachelor’s degrees, two strategies appear to be equally as effective—(1) boosting the high school graduation rate and (2) raising the college retention rate.  The college retention strategy has the additional benefit of being less expensive.  

p.36. Nearly two-thirds of Hispanic college freshmen reported needing remediation in English, compared with 10 percent for non-Hispanic whites.  And more than half of the same Hispanic college freshmen reported needing remediation in mathematics, compared with 29 percent for non-Hispanic whites.

p.37. Approximately 75 percent of Hispanic college freshmen have financial concerns about funding their college education, compared with 58 percent of their non-Hispanic white counterparts.  By their senior year, one-fourth of Hispanics report they are working full-time to support themselves in college compared with 10 percent for non-Hispanic whites.

p.43. Recommendation: Focus as much attention on keeping students in college as is currently given to preventing students from dropping out of high school.  The causes of dropping out of college are not well understood but surely include inadequate level of financial assistance, inadequate academic preparation, and social adjustment difficulties.

p.44. Recommendation: Increase both the amount and availability of financial assistance.  Most Hispanic students headed for college need financial assistance not only in the first year of college, but throughout the four or more years of college it takes to graduate with a bachelor’s degree.

p.44. Support expansion of high school, community and college based programs for at-risk students.  There is a need to expand outreach and support programs that provide counseling, mentoring, tutoring, and remediation both in the high schools and in the colleges.  Currently, these programs reach only a small share of the population that may benefit from these services.

